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INFORMATIVE SPEECH 

Student's Name: Jane Doe 

Date: 

Section: 

Subject: Informative Speech “Seasonal Affective Disorder: Getting Out of the Dark” 

Organizational Pattern: Topical 
CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION 

Attention Getter: I opened with a story I found in my research about a woman who suffered from SAD as my Attention Getter. I felt that this grabbed my audience.

Reveal Topic: After my attention getter, I told the audience that I would explain SAD and then I defined it. 

Audience Adaptation: I told the audience that we could all suffer from SAD and provided stats to show how common the problem is.

Credibility: I established credibility by using sources in the beginning of the speech and by showing the audience how this topic related to them.

Preview: At the end of the Introduction, I established the sequence that the speech would use so that my audience could easily follow the flow of the speech. First, I told my audience that we would discuss what SAD is, then I would explain how it works biologically, and conclude with some current and future treatments for SAD.

Comment: I believe that this class has given me a new perspective on the way to start a speech. I believe that the “Preview” is a very important part of the speech. By giving your audience a “Preview”, I believe that they pay more attention to what you are saying in your speech plus, the audience can follow the main points of the speech. 
Content 

Sources You Intend to Use: 

Works cited here in the order you cited them.

Comment: I believe that the sources I used were appropriate for an Informative Speech according to what we discussed in class and what I read in the textbook. I used one website, but that website was an organization site with current information that was cited. I forgot to cite one of my sources, next time, I will highlight them on my note cards.
Organization: The organization of this speech followed the “Preview”. I believe that I organized my information into three clearly distinguished main points. Each point covered an important topic on SAD in an order that helped the audience understand and follow my information. 
Transitions: I believe that I incorporated transitions in appropriate places that led the audience from one section to the next section. Instead of just saying the next topic (like I did for my last speech), I gave an internal preview of my main points of the science behind SAD. 

Language Usage and Grammar: All of my language usage and grammar were correct in my outline plus in the delivery of my speech for the class. To further address language use, I wanted to carefully select realistic wording to avoid over dramatization of SAD. 

Summary: I gave a summary of the main points of the speech just like the preview.

Clincher: I used a story at the end of my speech for the “Clincher”. I used the story of The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper. I felt that this was an appropriate story because the woman in the opening story said getting through the day with SAD made her believe like the little engine that could.

Comments: I have learned this semester how to use transitions effectively. I have also learned that transitions add to the presentation of a speech. I have also discovered that the use of stories can be an effective tool. 

DELIVERY 

Posture: I believe that my posture during the informative speech was appropriate. 

Attire: I believe that I dressed in an appropriate and professional manner. I attempted to select clothing that would not detract from the presentation, plus be neat and attractive. To be more business professional, I will wear a jacket for the next speech. 

Meaningful Movement: This is an area that I have particularly tried to improve. I believe that I incorporated more movement in this speech than any of the other speeches. 

Gestures: I believe that I used natural gestures during the presentation of the informative speech. I didn’t use them at all for my introduction speech, but this time I was able to gesture while still using my notecards. 

Eye Contact: I do not believe that this has been an area of concern during the presentation of my speeches. I certainly recognize the importance of eye contact with your audience. I attempted to maintain the level of eye contact that is necessary for an effective presentation. 

Facial Expression: This is an area that I could improve. I probably need more practice in front of a mirror to add more animation in my facial expressions. 

Voice: Pitch: I believe that I used appropriate pitch during my presentation. 

Rate: This is an area that I have attempted to address. During the presentation of the Informative Speech, I was much more aware of the rate of my delivery. 

Projection: I believe that the audience could hear my voice. 

Conversational Mode: I attempted to make my presentation in a manner that I incorporated pauses that would allow the audience a chance to digest what they had heard and give the presenter (me) a chance to organize my thoughts. 

Articulation/Pronunciation: Articulating certain sounds is very difficult for me. I distort sounds that require a combination of rounding and voicing such as the sound CH. When I get nervous I end up speaking at a faster rate and that makes it worse.

Vocal Variety: This is an area that I believe I am now much more aware of, however, I still need to address. This is a very difficult area for me. It is difficult for me to incorporate contrast in volume, rate, pitch, and quality. I would like to keep making improvements in this area which I believe will add to the interest of speeches that I present. 

Dynamism: I have attempted to incorporate all of your suggestions for a more effective delivery in this area. 

Appropriate Use of Pause: I attempted to incorporate the use of pauses in this speech that we have talked about in class. I attempted to use pauses to make my speech more effective and get my point across to the audience. 

Appropriate Use of Notes: I glanced at my notes at key points simply to make sure that I was on target with my speech. 

Credibility: I believe that I established credibility with my audience because I believe that the message was conveyed to the audience that I knew my speech and that I was very familiar with the subject matter of my speech. I believe that it was evident that I had practiced my speech because I only needed to glance at my note cards.
Comments: This has been a very difficult area for me to address. I am not apprehensive about speaking before a group; however, my speech problem does have a certain degree of distraction associated with it. I try very hard to overcome the difficulty that I have with certain sounds, which includes sounds that require rounding such as SH, CH, ZH. I attempt to compensate for the articulation by knowing the content of my speech. I have also worked very hard to slow down my rate of delivery plus add pauses in effective places in my speech. 

GRADE SUMMARY 

Preparation Outline Grade (45 points of grade): I worked very hard on my outline and went through three different drafts to be sure I addressed all of the concerns.

Presentation Key Word Note Card(s) (10 points of grade): I would like to work on better note cards. I think highlighting main points and sources will help for next time.
Content of Speech (55 points of grade): I think this is my strongest area. I spent a lot of time doing research in magazines, journals, and newspapers. I had information that was new and interesting for my audience.
Delivery (65 points of grade): This is a very difficult area to grade myself. I can tell you that I have really attempted to calm my nerves and work on my articulation. For my persuasion speech, I am going to write “slow down” on my cards and keep practicing.
Length of Speech (6-8 minutes):  Reductions: No Reductions Within Time Period 

Final Speech Grade: I would give myself a B
