
Thursday, April 9, 7:00 PM
Thomas Hall, Rm 124, 

Marietta College
Presented by Roger Thoma

Roger Thoma is Curator of Crayfishes at the
Ohio Museum of Natural Diversity and OEPA
Fisheries Biologist for Lake Erie.  Because we
don’t know enough about them, crayfish (aka
crawdads) don’t receive the respect they
deserve.  We will learn about the life histories
and distribution of these marvelous animals,
and find out what goes on in the ‘chimneys’
we find along streams.

The World of 

              Thursday, May 14, 7:00 PM
 Thomas Hall, Rm 124, 

      Marietta College
    Presented by Dr. Linda Butler

Dr. Butler, West Virginia University, will present all
the interesting and fascinating things you never knew
about forest caterpillars.  A great opportunity to learn
about the important role of caterpillars in the forest
ecosystem.  Kids, bring a caterpillar (carefully) and

see what we can learn about it. 

Of Bluebirds and Beaver Ponds
Thursday, June 11, 6:30 PM

Meet at Hermann Fine Arts Center 
parking lot, Marietta College
Presented by Doug LaVasseur

Doug LaVasseur is president of the Ohio Bluebird Society and
a member of the MNHS.  He will lead us on a short
bluebird trail at his home in Noble Co. where we may 
also view beaver ponds.  What a great opportunity to 
get out to a beautiful site on a Spring evening and 
visit the habitats of these animals.  Bring the kids and their friends.
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If you haven’t paid your 1998
dues, this will be the last

newsletter you will receive. 
What an unbearable thought!  A

red dot next to the mailing
address indicates that this

woeful state of affairs applies to
you!

Marietta City Trees on-line!  Want to know what type of tree is planted in front of your house?  If you live in Marietta, you can search
information on trees in the city  right-of-way (typically, the trees in the lawn area between the curb and the sidewalk).  Just type in the
street address for a listing of common names, scientific names, and trunk diameters.  You can also receive a listing of planting and
pruning history for a tree, and request a tree pruning or planting.   Find it through the MNHS home page at 
http://www.marietta.edu/~biol/MNHS/MNHS.html , and follow the Marietta City Trees link.

Ohio’s Big Trees — are any in Marietta?  You can find out through the  Big Trees Program, jointly administered through the Ohio
Forestry Association and the ODNR Division of Forestry.  The OFA maintains the official roster of Ohio’s big trees, while the ODNR
State Service Foresters conduct field verification and measurement of trees.  Do you think a Marietta area tree is a champion?  You can
seek information about state champion trees and learn how to nominate a tree a candidate tree at  http://www.hcs.ohio-
state.edu/ODNR/landownerasst/btcell1.html.                             

       Marietta’s Magic Carpet
   A sea of Spring Beauties throughout
Marietta!!  I couldn’t believe my eyes. 
Before moving to this town, I would have
to go for a hike in moist woods if I
wanted to see a few Spring Beauties. 
But here, everywhere I looked in the
lawns were these lovely spring
wildflowers with their five white to pink
petals streaked with
darker pink veins; some
flowers are so light they 
look almost white while 
others have deep pink 
marking.  A loose cluster of 
these pretty flowers is borne by a 
thin succulent stem.  
   But where are the leaves?  If you
follow the flower stalk downwards, 
you will discover a pair of long 
narrow leaves that are somewhat
succulent but otherwise quite 
similar to the surrounding grass 
blades.  But the real surprise comes if
you proceed past this pair of leaves and
continue to follow the succulent stem
into the ground.  
   You discover that about three to five
inches below the ground, the  thin stem
grows out of a “corm”, a roundish
storage stem that can be up to one inch
wide.  A further surprise is that several
such flowering stems arise from the
same corm; there can be as many as
forty such stems growing from the top of
one corm! The actual root system
consists of thin roots growing out of the
corm at various places. The related
Carolina Spring Beauty has wider

leaves, a smaller corm, and only one
to eight flowering stems per corm.
   The Field Guide to Edible Wild
Plants, in the Peterson Field Guide
Series, states that the corm is
excellent when boiled for 10-15
minutes and then peeled.  Palmer
states in his Fieldbook of Natural
History that the corm can be eaten
        both raw and boiled.   However,
       the beauty of this plant and the
      tedium of gathering enough
                  corms put the Spring
               Beauty into the category of
            survival food.

The Spring Beauty is one of
           the spring wildflowers, quickly
         going through its flowering and
      setting its seed in the spring. By
   the time the overhead tree branches
   leaf out and block the sun, the
     Spring Beauty is finished with its
        reproduction for the year.  By
mid-summer it has disappeared, only
to reappear the next spring from its
overwintering corms.
   The Spring Beauty (Claytonia
virginica) and the broader-leaved
Carolina Spring Beauty (Claytonia
caroliniana) are named in honor of John
Clayton (?-1773) who was one of the
earliest U.S. botanists.
—  Almuth Tschunko, Dept of Biology, 

         Marietta College

Natural History 
  Question?

     Do you have a question 
  about our local natural

history?  Submit it to the Newsletter
editor and we will print it with an
answer from local experts.

Do you have Winter
Birdfeeder counts?  

Send your counts to Ava Bradley, our
Birdfeeder count coordinator at 104
Alderman St., Marietta.


