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All outings will carpool from the Hermann Fine Arts Center parking lot,
4" and Butler Streets, Marietta College

MNHS Special Program
Tuesday, July 9, 6:30 PM
Join the Friends of the Lower

Muskingum River for atour of the new
Thursday, July 11, 6:45 PM natural gas-fired generating plant built

Leader: Janet Butler, by Duke Energy north of Beverly.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
One of the Ohio River Iands National

/
Wildlife Refuge islands; we will be shuttled '
bylbo;tfromuNevlveII Runv'slo I\évrloadbacklf We The B”dges Of
will observe the all-out assault of the USFWS WaShlngton COU nty

on Japanese knotweed, an invasive, non- _
native plant. WWe may get wet feet when ITILPEEEg, ALGLETE: B Ph

disembarking. Expect to find stinging nettle, Field trip to two natural bridgesin
so long pants would be wise. Drinking water the county. The Small Natural

isalways a good idea thistime of the year. Bridgeisthe highest and the Large
or Ladd Natural Bridgeisa state

All that GHitters | oemiconioreire tovst
IS not Gold...

Thursday, September-12, 6:00 PM
L eader: Brad Bond
...out it might be fool’sgold. We're off ona
search for mineral riches. Prospectors should
wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
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Web Thread

Arach-net. Dr. Richard Bradley who spoke to MNHS in May, 1999 about spiders has set up ]

a new web site to explain the Spider Survey. It includes information on how to study spiders, ;
which spiders are in Ohio and some photographs of them as well as links to other spider sites.

Viditthesiteat http://www.marion.ohio-state.edu/Spider Web/M ainPage.htm

Plant Scapes The US Department of Agriculture sponsors the Plants Database a cornucopia of plant

information on the web. The database holds information on thousands of plants (big and small) — and provides information through
a variety of channds such as the Gallery of pictures, Plant Topics with searchable databases on plant issues from invasive species to
ethnobotany, a plant characteristics sorter for finding plants by over 100 characteristics, and Plant Tools to learn about agricultural
subjects. Find it al at plants.usda.gov/plants/index.html.

M | Ie'a'Mante MeﬂaCe by Marilyn Ortt

Polygonum perfoliatum aka mile-a-
minute, Asiatic tear thumb and devil’s
tail (the common names tell it all) is a
native of Asia. Seeds must have been
in rhododendron or holly nursery stock
sent to a nursery from China in the
1930’s. After the initial discovery near
York, PA it had spread so quickly that
within 20 years it was said to be as
common as Japanese honeysuckle.

It has now spread to Delaware, MD,
NJ, NY, VA, WV, DC and Ohio.

Mile-a-minute is an annual with
light blue-green 1-3” triangular leaves,
saucer shaped encircling sheaths,
small whitish flowers and terminal
clusters of iridescent blue fruit each
containing 1 shiny black achene.

Each plant produces 50-100 seeds.
Seeds are dispersed
P by water in which
' they are buoyant

: ¢
L £ d by some
kK] i AT an y
\‘%\‘ ;5-{"“""",;:’ birds. The seeds
- &

remain viable in

soil bank for at
least two years.

The most

memorable part

_-»~ Of this vining
plantis the

many downward

'y curving sharp

"'1} . barbs along the

A stems, leaf veins

and petioles. Growth may average 6-
8"/day when water and sunlight are
sufficient. Barbs enable plants to
clamber up into and over about
everything in their way reaching up to
30 feet during the growing season.

Mile-a-minute (MAM) was first
collected west of the Alleghenies in
1980 in Boaz, WV. Once there, it
spread rapidly along a railroad right-of-
way, a state road, fence lines and tree
lines traveling especially fast through
any drainage or streamside habitat.
There are a number of pastures in that
area and wherever it was protected
from trampling by cattle such as
around clumps of shrubs or trees, it
would soon engulf these clumps in
just one growing season. Efforts to
interest the natural resource agencies
in West Virginia in controlling this
invasive were fruitless — no funding, no
staff, etc.

MAM has since spread over 30
miles in WV — in some cases, large
continuous stands along roadways
and stream terraces and in others,
small patches in wooded parks or
near bird feeders.

Knowing it was only a matter of
time before it made it across the Ohio
River into Ohio, an annual search was
carried out and in 1991, my first fears
were confirmed. Two 16 sg. meter
patches were found growing on the

/" MNHS Publishes
the Natural View

Enclosed is Vol. 1 Issue 1 of “A
Natural View of Washington
County” published by the MNHS.
The same issue will be available
through the first of September.
Advertising paid for the venture.
Please look it over, provide any
comments then pass itonto a
friend. If you know a site
anywhere in the county or the city
where they should be placed
where people are likely to pick
them up, please let us know. If
you have suggestions for Vol. 2
(perhaps in Spring 2003), please

pass them on. Thank you.

dike of a fly ash pond in the industrial
complex along the river.

In spite of its obvious rampant
growth, agency after agency said they
were unable to try to hold a
beachhead at the Ohio River because
there was no funding for such an
endeavor.

See Menace, page 5
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July 2002

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
$

Milkweed
|
dence Day 9
[ Young Racoons Leave Dens |
7 8 9 10 |11 |12 |13
| MNHS
Meeting

Listen For Nighthawk
Calls In Evenings

14 |15 (16 |17 |18 |19 |20

Far and Fast

Light-Year: This term is a measure of distance, not time,
despite the word "year" in its name. It is the distance
traveled by light through the vacuum of space in one year.
A light-year is equal to 5.88 x 102 miles (5 trillion, 880
billion miles!), or 9.46 x 10* kilometers.

Light Speed: In the vacuum of space, light travels at the
speed of 186,282 miles per second. The light from the sun
takes 8.32 minutes to arrive at earth, while light from the
Andromeda Galaxy takes 2 million years. Thus, the
Andromeda Galaxy is 2 million light years away!

Lizard Eggs Begin Hatchin
"When Grass Is Dry At Morning Light, Look For Ra_in Before The Night"

21 |22 |23 (24 |25 |26 |27
#

Look for
Wasps
Making

Paper

Nests [_Mosquitos Active; Use Citronella Not Raid

Iron Weed And Joe Pye Weed Flowerin

September 2002

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 I

Labor 1
Day :

August 2002

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

Recycled Paper $ Cicadas
[ ) ’ 50% Total Recovered Fiber Abuzz In
20% Post-Consumer Trees

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

wild MNHS
Grapes Meeting
Begin
Ripening
11 |12 |13 |14 |15 |16 |17
Perseid " Middle
Meteor Island
Shower Cattails Have Reached Full Height | S!arfgﬁqz_
| 4Pm

[ Jewelweed (Touch-Me-Not) Seedpods Explode When Touched

18 (19 |20 |21 (22 |23 |24
#

Orville
Wright
Born 1871

[ Time to Make Elderberry Jam |
Goldfinches Finally Begin To Nest |

I Beavers Insulating Lodges With Sticks And Mud

8 9 10 |11 |12 |13 |14

MNHS
Meeting

[ Squirrels Burying Acorns For Winter Food |

25 |26 |27 (28 |29 gO 31

Songbird
Fall

Migration

Begins ‘

Striped Bass Seeks Cold Water |

15 (16 (17 (18 |19 |20 |21

Dogwood #
Berries In
Full Color

I Hummingbirds Fleeing Oncoming Cold Fronts

22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28

Equinox:
Autumn
Begins I Height Of Fall Songbird Migration
PerS|mm0ns R;pﬁmn e .=;4 er .A Pati
29 30 July -- Named for Roman emperor, Julius Caesar
August —Named for emperor, Augustus Caesar

$ Eawns September — Latin for the number seven

Have Lost

Their

Spots

Butterfly Count on Middle Island
Thursday, July 4
10am -1 pm =)
The Island can be reached
by bridge from St. Marys,
W. Va. Join other R
butterfly fanciers on
this Ohio River Islands ‘?/??f
National Wildlife L
Refuge to help count
and identify butterflies.
Bring binoculars if you
have them.




