
 Thursday, July 9
       7:00 PM 
        Meet at 
    840 East 8th S
                  (the WWTP)
       Tour Guide               Steve Elliott
     Steve, the Superintendent of Marietta 
    Waste Water Treatment Plant, will give 
    us a tour of the facility.  Learn what can 
     and cannot be treated, why stormwater 
         is a problem, and why we need to
         upgrade to the plant. Get answers 
              to these questions 

      and more.

Public Is Invited
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    Thursday September 10  
    6:00 PM  – Meet at the 
  Hermann Fine Arts Center 
   parking lot, 4th & Butler
             Presenter
        Mark Potochnik
Mark is the Health, Safety and
Environmental Manager at Solvay
Advanced Polymers and will show the
Solvay facility and their new advanced 
air emissions control system.  Much
planning, design and investment has been
required to achieve these improvements.

      Thursday, August 13 
              7:00 PM 
        Meet at Greenleaf 
    Garden Center on SR 60
A tour of Greenleaf Landscaping is on the schedule!
We all know it is more than petunias and roses 
but what is involved in running a successful 
landscaping business?  Who keeps track of all those 
wheelbarrows and shovels?  How are the plants
on the lot cared for and where do they all come from?
How is the mileage tracked?  Who orders the 
t-shirts?  Bring your green thumb or a thumb to green. 
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Mark your calender
We have scheduled a special presentation for the
MNHS at the new Anderson-Hancock Planetarium
on the Marietta College campus (just down the hall
from our normal MNHS meeting venue of Selby
143).  The presentation will be during the normal
MNHS meeting time of November 12. 

           Rising to the Challenge
                     The onslaught of invasive species threatens 
                    survival of many native plants.  Of the many 
                     invasive species previously described in this

 newsletter, garlic mustard is one of the most serious problems.  Often, invasive species are
advantaged by the absence of predators that would keep the populations in check, and continually
removing invasive plants has been one of the few weapons we have against them.

                               However, a recent study (Ohio J of Science, 2008, 108:47-49) provides one encouraging sign – 
        Darwin may be helping the native jewelweed plant better compete with garlic mustard.  Cipollini and

                    Hurley at Wilmington College, OH found that jewelweed seedlings derived from populations that were      
                     mixed with garlic mustard better competed with garlic mustard than did jewelweed seedlings from
             populations that were not mixed with the invasive plant.  The ‘experienced’ jewelweed seedlings grew
                significantly taller and accumulated more biomass than the ‘naive’ seedlings.
                    The results suggest that natural selection may help jewelweed become more resistant to the
             encroachment of invasive species.  However, as an annual, jewelweed reproduces more quickly and will tend
                to evolve more quickly than perennial species; and many other species (particularly spring ephemerals) are

      already being displaced by  invasives.  Thus, continued vigilance against invasives is still needed.  

Upcoming Events at Ohio River Islands
National Wildlife Refuge 

All activities are free and open to the public. Meet inside the
refuge visitor facility unless otherwise indicated. To learn

more about any of the activities, please call or email: Janet
Butler: (304) 375-2923, ext. 117,  janet_butler@fws.gov.

Celebrate Butterflies - Saturday, July 11, 10:00 AM 
 Look for and learn about butterflies with monarch expert
Heather Ness, create a butterfly mask, and decorate a

butterfly cookie!
Life in the River – Saturday, July 25, 2:00 PM

An up-close opportunity to see some of the river’s critters
(fish, mussels, turtles, etc.) and learn about their world.

Virtual Geocaching Using GPS 
Saturday, Aug. 8, 10:00 AM

Use GPS (global positioning system) receivers to locate
natural features along a refuge trail. Bring your GPS

unit or join a refuge volunteer to learn how “high-tech”
meets nature for fun outdoors. Meet in visitor facility

parking lot. Ages 10 +
Birdwatching with the Mountwood Bird Club

Thursday, August 20, 8:00 AM
Join some of the area’s most dedicated birdwatchers on
trails adjacent to the refuge visitor facility. Beginners

welcome. Meet in visitor parking lot.
Waterfowl Workshop – Saturday, August 22 

A local expert waterfowl hunter will assist refuge staff
in teaching waterfowl identification, tips for hunting,

and more. Open to adults and kids.(call for time).
Insect Safari and Jewel Bug Activity - Saturday,

August 29, 10:00 AM – Noon
Discover the exciting world of insects on a short trail

walk, followed by create-your-own Jewel Bug activity.
Ages 4 & up.
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