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Thursday, January 8,
............ 6:00 PM at S Luke's Lutheran C _‘w
Corner of Scammel and 4" &
Presented by Wes Clarke
Archeologist
Wes Clarke, an archeologist with the Ciuo
Department of Transportation, will share
recent information on the Moundsin
Marietta. Heis also willing to
identify and interpret artifacts that
you may have found. Bring
your unknowns, gquestions,
food to share and place
settings.

I'~

Bird Watching for Dummies
Thursday, February 12, 7:00 PM
Thomas Hall, Rm 124,
Marietta College

Presented by Bill Thompson 111
Bill Thompson 11, resident and native of
Marietta, is the author of a new book “Bird
Watching for Dummies.” Bill will provide a
humorous account of hisinitiation into bird watching
and provide hints for both novices and seasoned birders. So
come prepared with questions about birds and birding.
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Don't forget that videos of many
previous programs are available

at the Washington County Public
Library Thomas ollege
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Could Southeastern Ohio feel the effect of the Big C - (lappen since the
cancellation of this program last year, but we hope that the Dperate this year so
Michael Hansen, Senior Geologist with the Ohio Department Or ival " Resources, can share
with us the history of earthquakes in Ohio and the possibilities for the future.
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EarthSearch: Environmental Search Engines. This page allows one-stop searching of

numerous environmental sites on the web. Y ou can search EPA legislation and press rel eases,

“Earth times,” the “Environmental News Network” and many other sites.
http://www.techline.com/~jhor ne/sear chme/earth/ear thf.html

Ohio State Forest Directory: With this map of Ohio found on ODNR'’s State Forest Web Page,
you can click on any of Ohio’s state forests and obtain a map and additional information. A great
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way to plan an expedition to Shade River, Richland Furnace, Scioto Trail, or any of the numerous other

state forestsin S.E. Ohio. http://hortwww-2.ag.ohio-state.edu/ODNR/For ests/sfcell5.html

Feeder Finds Fascinate and inForm

Members of the MNHS and other
residents have been monitoring local
bird populations. The Winter Bird
Feeder Watch inaugurated last year
was modeled on a similar program
started by the West Virginia
Department of Natural Resources.
The feeder watch offers an
opportunity for bird feeder
loyalists, “armchair
ornithologists” and
anyone interested in
birds to contribute to
long term tracking of resident and
migratory bird species. Participants
record the species and number of
birds frequenting their bird feeder(s)
every other weekend from November
to mid March. Even if you cannot
watch each weekend, data you can
collect are still valuable.

The feeder watch is a great way to
involve kids! Neo-naturalists can fulfill
school, scout and 4-H projects.

Involvement in a real monitoring
program sparks children’s interests
and builds enthusiasm for birding and
nature. With your help, children can
learn to identify many of our local bird

species and behaviors. If

you would like to
participate, a printed tally
sheet (a ‘form’--getit?) is
available. Other
information can be recorded
that can reveal important
ecological information about
our local bird populations.

For example, how does
your residential setting (suburban,
urban, or agricultural), local trees or
forests (conifer, mixed deciduous, or
predominantly oak/hickory) and type
of bird feed that you provide affect the
diversity and vitality of local bird
populations? Very little is presently
known about these factors.
Correlations with air quality

House Finches Threatened by Eye Disease

The national Winter Back-
yard Bird survey has
monitored the spread of
bacterial conjunctivitis among
house finches. The disease
causes swollen faces,
running or crusted eyes,
weakness and blindness in
finches. As finches often
move in flocks, the disease
spreads quickly. Reports of
the disease in Mid-Atlantic
and Midwest regions are
shown in the Figure shown to
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measurements may also reveal
valuable information about the
influence of our local environmental
conditions on indigenous bird species.
Establishing long term records will be
important to drawing meaningful
conclusions.

Last year’'s count has already shed
light on trends in local avian
populations. It will come as no
surprise to many local residents that
sitings of house sparrows, cardinals
and mourning doves topped the list.
However, some of the rarer species
included a winter wren, a pine siskin
and a red-headed woodpecker.

This is a great opportunity to turn
your backyard bird feeder into a
satellite research station. If you want
to participate call either Ava Bradley
(373-5790) or Bird Watchers Digest
(373-5285). Tally sheets and
directions are available to all
participants.

from Carlson, S., Sci Amer,
April, 1997, p 100-101.
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What to do if you see finches with conjunctivitis....

1. Contact Sara Jean Peters at (614)-265-1015, or mail
reports to ODNR-Division of Wildlife-Conjunctivitis,
1840 Belcher Dr., Columbus, OH 43224.

2. Remove and disinfect your bird feeder immediately.
Dispose of left over feed in garbage. Disinfectin a
mixture or 1 part bleach: 9 parts water.
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Kid’s Corner
Leaves & Branches

January 1998

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
A Poem by Daniel Spilatrg age 10 Bird silhouette ‘.: ( 1 |2 |3
indicates ’
Leaves Bird Feeder Watch days,
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Orange, Yellow E s
Crunching, Crumbling, Rustling flioe
Colorful, Bad Smelling, Long, Rough 11 (12 |13 |14 (15 |16 |17
Crackling, Twacking, Smacking A | |
Listen For Owl Mating Calls
Gray, Black 18 |19 |20 |21 |22 |23 |24
Branches C
February 1998 [ Saquirrels Begin Breeding u
25 |26 |27 |28 (29 (30 |31
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat D
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Skunk Cablbage In FIoweIr II
E
[ Keep bid Fesders Siocked | ,fgggw Ohio Scenic River License Plates
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 T "-\-'.'- . . Did you know._....
A ~ ¥ Ohio residents can show their support for our
4 state’s scenic rivers with a set of special license
_, ~.plates that depict a Great Blue Heron. ODNR,
15 |16 |17 |18 |19 |20 |21 i [ Division of Natural Areas and Preserves
& C receives $15 for each set of plates sold.
(T e o Ve A ] For more information, contact the local
22 123 |24 |25 |26 |27 |28 o OBMV, or call 1-800-589-TAGS.
D Ve
Clean Out Bluebird & Martin Boxes I MarCh 1998
Spring Pelepers & Woor d Frogs Start Tlo Call |
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Cardinal Cranial Condition Ve E
Ohio Division of Wildlife’s Backyards and Wildlife Program is requesting  |[LAmerican Woodcock Returns ]
reports of cardinals lacking head contour feathers. The head of these bir¢ig 9 10 (11 12 (13 (14
appears small and gray. Contact ,-,,ﬂ__,_,-«___,-f_,-_,_,_____e-___ﬁ,-,_", 1; A ?Debes(
Suggestions, Comments
or Contributions for the | [*> 16 (17 |18 |19 |20 |21
MNHS MNHS NeWSIetter? [ Coyote & Fox Pups Being Born I ;;Jgr‘i:sg
Send them to the editor: || [o2 [23 |24 [25 |26 |27 |28
625 3" St D
Marlet‘ta’ OH 45750 | Bluebirds Start To Nest H
374-8778 29 |30 (31
spilatrs@marietta.edu




