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by Socio-Economic Status Problem/Purpose. Domestic violence (DV) incidents 

with a male victim are viewed as less serious and less likely to need intervention 

compared to those with a female victim (Seelau and Seelau, 20015). Female 

respondents are significantly more likely to side with the female in a DV situation 

(whether the female is the victim of perpetrator) (Feather, 1996). Additionally, 

the public falsely believes a main cause of DV to be poverty (Worden and Carlson, 

2005). Also, student respondents with a familial history of DV blamed situational 

factors over personality traits of both the victim and offender (Bryant and 

Spencer, 2003). This study sought to establish the relationship between 

individuals’ perceptions of a DV incident with a male victim and the assumed 

socio-economic status (SES) of the couple. Additionally, this study sought to 

identify the perceptions participants have about male victims and female 

perpetrators, and the differences in responses by participants based on both 

respondent gender and personal history of DV and/or intimate partner violence 

(IPV). Procedure. Participants answered questions on their personal experience 

with DV and IPV. Participants were randomly assigned to one of three vignettes, 

including a police report of a DV incident and information on the SES of the 

couple. The vignettes differed only in the SES of the couple (low, average, high). 

Participants answered questions on their perceptions of the event and both 

individuals. Participants then completed the Revised Conflicts Tactics Scale 

(Straus, Hamby, Boney-McCoy & Sugarman, 1996) to assess personal history with 

IPV. Participants were then screened to determine if they would complete the 

Adult Recall Version of the Revise Conflicts Tactics Scale (Straus, 1999) to 

determine history with parental DV before the debriefing statement. Results 

(Expected Results). This study seeks to determine a main effect of participant sex 

on views of a DV incident with a male victim. We plan to use an ANCOVA to 

determine the relationship between participants’ responses to male victims of 

domestic violence and the SES of the couple, with participant sex as a covariate, 

and past exposure to DV or IPV as a second covariate. Conclusions/Implications. 

We predict that participants will consistently side more with their sex counterpart 

in the situation, and participants with a history of violence will attribute the cause 

of the violence to situational factors rather than those associated with the 

personality of the victim or offender. (POSTER; PSYCHOLOGY) 


